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Abstract

Objective: This study explores the institutional response of 
Oles Honchar Dnipro National University (DNU) to the challenges 
imposed by the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine. Using the 
lens of resilience theory, it analyzes how the university adapted its 
academic, organizational, and civic functions to sustain education 
and support its community during an extended national crisis.

Relevance: The war has severely disrupted Ukraine’s higher 
education system, leading to mass displacements, infrastructure 
loss, and academic fragmentation. In this context, DNU exemplifies 
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how a university can act not only as an educational institution but also as a 
stabilizing force through proactive governance, digital adaptation, humanitarian 
support, and civil mobilization.

Method: The study is based on a qualitative case study methodology infor-
med by resilience theory. It analyzes institutional documents, official reports, 
government policies, academic sources, and media coverage to identify key 
patterns of institutional adaptation during wartime.

Methodology: Through thematic content analysis and process tracing, the 
study identifies and interprets DNU’s strategic responses across several domains: 
digital transformation, individualized learning, civic resistance to disinformation, 
support for displaced populations, and wartime infrastructure innovation.

Strategies: DNU implemented flexible and hybrid digital education formats, 
engaged in national and international collaboration, supported displaced stu-
dents and institutions, launched information resistance initiatives, and developed 
protective infrastructures such as Ukraine’s first smart educational shelter in 
eastern Ukraine.

Conclusion: The case of DNU demonstrates how a university can embody 
institutional resilience by safeguarding academic continuity, promoting civic 
responsibility, and adapting to existential threats. These findings affirm the 
strategic role of higher education institutions in national resilience, societal 
cohesion, and post-crisis recovery in times of war.

Keywords: Higher education; war impact; university resilience; digital 
learning; Ukraine.

La educación universitaria en Ucrania en medio 
de la agresión rusa a gran escala: el caso de la 
Universidad Nacional Oles Honchar Dnipro

Resumen

Objetivo: Este estudio explora la respuesta institucional de la Universidad 
Nacional Oles Honchar de Dnipró (DNU) ante los desafíos impuestos por 
la invasión rusa a gran escala en Ucrania. A través del lente de la teoría de la 
resiliencia, se analiza cómo la universidad adaptó sus funciones académicas, 
organizativas y cívicas para mantener la educación y apoyar a su comunidad 
durante una prolongada crisis nacional.

Relevancia: La guerra ha alterado gravemente el sistema de educación 
superior en Ucrania, provocando desplazamientos masivos, pérdida de infraes-
tructura y fragmentación académica. En este contexto, la DNU ejemplifica cómo 
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una universidad puede actuar no solo como institución educativa, sino también 
como fuerza estabilizadora mediante una gobernanza proactiva, adaptación 
digital, apoyo humanitario y movilización ciudadana.

Método: El estudio se basa en una metodología cualitativa de estudio 
de caso, fundamentada en la teoría de la resiliencia. Se analizan documentos 
institucionales, informes oficiales, políticas gubernamentales, fuentes académicas 
y cobertura mediática para identificar patrones clave de adaptación institucional 
durante la guerra.

Metodología: A través del análisis temático de contenido y el rastreo de 
procesos, el estudio identifica e interpreta las respuestas estratégicas de la DNU 
en varias áreas: transformación digital, aprendizaje individualizado, resistencia 
cívica a la desinformación, apoyo a poblaciones desplazadas e innovación en 
infraestructura educativa bajo condiciones de guerra.

Estrategias: La DNU implementó formatos de educación digital flexibles e 
híbridos, estableció colaboraciones nacionales e internacionales, apoyó a estu-
diantes e instituciones desplazadas, lanzó iniciativas de resistencia informativa 
y desarrolló infraestructuras protectoras como el primer refugio educativo 
inteligente en el este de Ucrania.

Conclusión: El caso de la DNU demuestra cómo una universidad puede 
encarnar la resiliencia institucional al garantizar la continuidad académica, 
promover la responsabilidad cívica y adaptarse a amenazas existenciales. Estos 
hallazgos confirman el papel estratégico de las instituciones de educación 
superior en la resiliencia nacional, la cohesión social y la recuperación post-crisis 
en tiempos de guerra.

Palabras clave: Educación superior; impacto de la guerra; resiliencia uni-
versitaria, aprendizaje digital; Ucrania.

A educação universitária na Ucrânia em meio 
à agressão russa em grande escala: o caso da 

Universidade Nacional Oles Honchar Dnipro

Resumo

Objetivo: Este estudo explora a resposta institucional da Universidade 
Nacional Oles Honchar Dnipro (DNU) aos desafios impostos pela invasão russa 
em grande escala da Ucrânia. Utilizando a lente da teoria da resiliência, analisa 
como a universidade adaptou as suas funções académicas, organizacionais e 
cívicas para manter a educação e apoiar a sua comunidade durante uma crise 
nacional prolongada.
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Relevância: A guerra perturbou gravemente o sistema de ensino supe-
rior da Ucrânia, levando a deslocações em massa, perda de infraestruturas 
e fragmentação académica. Neste contexto, a DNU exemplifica como uma 
universidade pode atuar não só como instituição educativa, mas também como 
força estabilizadora através de uma governação proativa, adaptação digital, 
apoio humanitário e mobilização civil.

Método: O estudo baseia-se numa metodologia de estudo de caso qualitativo 
informada pela teoria da resiliência. Analisa documentos institucionais, relatórios 
oficiais, políticas governamentais, fontes académicas e cobertura mediática para 
identificar padrões-chave de adaptação institucional durante a guerra.

Metodologia: Através da análise de conteúdo temático e do rastreamento 
de processos, o estudo identifica e interpreta as respostas estratégicas da DNU 
em vários domínios: transformação digital, aprendizagem individualizada, 
resistência cívica à desinformação, apoio às populações deslocadas e inovação 
em infraestruturas em tempo de guerra.

Estratégias: A DNU implementou formatos de educação digital flexíveis e 
híbridos, envolveu-se em colaborações nacionais e internacionais, apoiou estu-
dantes e instituições deslocados, lançou iniciativas de resistência à informação 
e desenvolveu infraestruturas de proteção, como o primeiro abrigo educativo 
inteligente da Ucrânia, no leste do país.

Conclusão: O caso da DNU demonstra como uma universidade pode 
incorporar a resiliência institucional, salvaguardando a continuidade académica, 
promovendo a responsabilidade cívica e adaptando-se às ameaças existen-
ciais. Estas conclusões afirmam o papel estratégico das instituições de ensino 
superior na resiliência nacional, na coesão social e na recuperação pós-crise 
em tempos de guerra.

Palavras-chave: Ensino superior; impacto da guerra; resiliência universitária; 
aprendizagem digital; Ucrânia.

Introduction

Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, which began over 11 years ago and escalated into a 
full-scale invasion in February 2022, has profoundly altered the lives of people, reshaped 
worldviews, and disrupted educational institutions across the country.

The first significant blow to Ukrainian higher education came in 2014 with Russia’s 
occupation of Crimea and large parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. As a result, 
numerous universities were forced to relocate to government-controlled territories. The 
full-scale invasion in 2022 inflicted an even greater impact, leading to further displacement of 
universities, destruction of infrastructure, loss of academic personnel, and severe disruptions 
in research and education.
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Between 2014 and 2024, 1,516 educational and research institutions, including univer-
sities, schools, and administrative bodies, were forced to relocate from Russian-occupied 
regions – Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, Kherson, Kharkiv, and Crimea. This displacement 
meant that many institutions left behind their facilities, equipment, and resources, now 
under enemy control.3 The full-scale war has changed everything, affecting every aspect 
of life. It has devastated millions of innocent lives, claimed tens of thousands of lives, and 
turned countless Ukrainian cities and towns into war zones. Urban infrastructure, residential 
buildings, businesses, hospitals, and schools have been destroyed or severely damaged. 
Universities were not spared: Russia’s aggression has led to the destruction of approximately 
1,500 educational and research facilities, while the number of damaged scientific equipment 
units approaches a thousand.4 By spring 2022, Russia’s occupation of new Ukrainian territories 
forced additional universities to relocate to safer areas. A total of 25 universities and 19 of their 
branch campuses were evacuated, displacing around 54,000 students and nearly 7,000 faculty 
members.5 Scholars and students from Mariupol, Melitopol, Berdiansk, and Kherson had to 
flee the occupied territories, seeking refuge in 16 Ukrainian cities that provided temporary 
shelter. Among the universities extending their support was Oles Honchar Dnipro National 
University, which welcomed the East Ukrainian Volodymyr Dahl National University and the 
Donbas State Pedagogical University6. Beyond forced relocations, the war’s negative impact 
on higher education manifests in the widespread destruction of academic infrastructure 
across major cities such as Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odesa, Lviv, Kryvyi Rih, and Dnipro. The war has 
triggered mass migration of students and academic staff, disrupted educational processes, 
caused class cancellations, lowered teaching quality, and posed constant threats to the lives 
and well-being of educators and students.

The war has particularly reshaped two interconnected pillars of higher education: the 
university network and its academic community. Since 2014, 31 state universities have 
been relocated from occupied or front-line areas: 12 between 2014 and March 2022, and 
an additional 19 from March to November 2022, including eight that had to relocate twice.7 
Many of these universities were hosted by leading institutions in safer regions, driving an 
optimization of the academic network through mergers. By 2022, five universities and one 
institute had been reorganized and integrated into four leading institutions.

3 Oleksii Plastun, “Stolen Ukrainian Universities: Russia’s Invisible Weapon,” Vox Ukraine, (2025), https://voxukraine.org/
vkradeni-ukrayinski-universytety-nevydyma-zbroya-rosiyi

4 Yana Suchikova and Yuriy Danko, “Ukrainian Universities in New Realities: Strategies for Preserving Academic Potential 
During the War,” Problems and Perspectives in Management Vol. 23, n.° 2 (2025): 1.

5 Yevhen Nikolaev, Hryhorii Rii, and Ivan Shemelynets, “In Foreign Walls: How Displaced Universities Overcome Problems,” 
Vox Ukraine, July 12, 2022, https://voxukraine.org/u-chuzhyh-stinah-yak-dolayut-problemy-peremishheni-universytety

6 Viktoriia Kovalova and Oleksandr Pronskyi, “Donbas Universities Relocated to Dnipro and Resumed Work - How Displaced 
Educators Are Received,” 5 Channel, April 18, 2022, https://www.5.ua/regiony/universytety-donbasu-pereikhaly-do-dni-
pra-i-vidnovyly-robotu-iak-pryimaiut-osvitian-pereselentsiv-274696.html

7 Yevhen Nikolaev, Hryhorii Rii, and Ivan Shemelynets, Higher Education in Ukraine: Changes Through War - Analytical Re-
port (Kyiv: Borys Grinchenko Kyiv University, 2023), https://osvitanalityka.kubg.edu.ua/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Hi-
gherEd-in-Times-of-War.pdf; Education and Science of Ukraine Under Martial Law: Information-Analytical Collection (Kyiv, 
2023), https://mon.gov.ua/static-objects/mon/sites/1/zagalna%20serednya/serpneva-konferencia/2023/22.08.2023/
Inform-analytic.zbirn-Osvita.v.umovah.voyennogo.stanu-vykl.rozv.povoyen.perspekt.22.08.2023.pdf

https://voxukraine.org/vkradeni-ukrayinski-universytety-nevydyma-zbroya-rosiyi
https://voxukraine.org/vkradeni-ukrayinski-universytety-nevydyma-zbroya-rosiyi
https://voxukraine.org/u-chuzhyh-stinah-yak-dolayut-problemy-peremishheni-universytety
https://www.5.ua/regiony/universytety-donbasu-pereikhaly-do-dnipra-i-vidnovyly-robotu-iak-pryimaiut-osvitian-pereselentsiv-274696.html
https://www.5.ua/regiony/universytety-donbasu-pereikhaly-do-dnipra-i-vidnovyly-robotu-iak-pryimaiut-osvitian-pereselentsiv-274696.html
https://mon.gov.ua/static-objects/mon/sites/1/zagalna%20serednya/serpneva-konferencia/2023/22.08.2023/Inform-analytic.zbirn-Osvita.v.umovah.voyennogo.stanu-vykl.rozv.povoyen.perspekt.22.08.2023.pdf
https://mon.gov.ua/static-objects/mon/sites/1/zagalna%20serednya/serpneva-konferencia/2023/22.08.2023/Inform-analytic.zbirn-Osvita.v.umovah.voyennogo.stanu-vykl.rozv.povoyen.perspekt.22.08.2023.pdf
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Fig. 1. V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National University

Fig. 2. V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National University
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The ongoing war has inflicted enormous material losses on Ukraine’s higher education 
system. As of July 1, 2023, four universities in Donetsk Oblast had been completely destro-
yed, according to the Ministry of Education and Science (MES). Despite the devastation, as 
of early 2023, Ukraine still had 332 higher education institutions, including 191 state-run 
universities. These were overseen by various government ministries: 133 under the MES, 
17 under the Ministry of Health, 13 under the Ministry of Culture and Information Policy, 9 
under the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 7 under the Ministry of Defense, and 12 under other 
state agencies. Additionally, 25 were municipal institutions, and 116 were privately owned. 8

Fig. 3. Petro Mohyla Black Sea National University (Mykolaiv)

The transformation of Ukraine’s university system is set to continue, aiming to streamline 
its structure, optimize resources, and enhance safety and efficiency. The MES has initiated 
public discussions on a draft law for modernization, which, if enacted, could reduce the 
number of universities by up to threefold. The proposed reforms take into account city 
population sizes and student enrollments, ensuring that in cities with fewer than 100,000 
residents, a single university will be preserved if it serves as a key educational center, while 
two universities in such cities will be merged; in cities with populations between 100,000 and 
350,000, two competing universities may coexist; and in cities with over 350,000 residents, 
the university network will be structured into three categories: teaching institutes, research 
universities, and academic academies. Additionally, state universities (except for those essential 
to a city’s economic and social structure) must have at least 5,000 full-time students and a 
total enrollment of no less than 10,000 students. 9 This ongoing transformation is not merely 

8 Leonid Orshanskyi, Ivan Nyshchak, Yaroslav Matvisiv, and Mykhailo Yurkiv, “Higher Education in Ukraine During Wartime: 
Challenges and Solutions,” Youth and Market, n.° 1 (221) (2024), https://doi.org/10.24919/2308-4634.2024.298622

9 “Draft Law on Amendments to Certain Laws of Ukraine (Regarding Creation of Prerequisites for Modernization of Higher 
Education Institutions Network),” Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, January 15, 2025, https://mon.gov.ua/sta-
tic-objects/mon/sites/1/regulatorna_dijalnist/2025/oprylyudn-proyektiv-rehulyat-aktiv-2025/15/proyekt-zu-pro-vnesenn-

https://doi.org/10.24919/2308-4634.2024.298622
https://mon.gov.ua/static-objects/mon/sites/1/regulatorna_dijalnist/2025/oprylyudn-proyektiv-rehulyat-aktiv-2025/15/proyekt-zu-pro-vnesennya-zmin-do-zu-shchodo-modern-merezhi-zakladiv-osvi-doopratsovane-15-01-2025.docx
https://mon.gov.ua/static-objects/mon/sites/1/regulatorna_dijalnist/2025/oprylyudn-proyektiv-rehulyat-aktiv-2025/15/proyekt-zu-pro-vnesennya-zmin-do-zu-shchodo-modern-merezhi-zakladiv-osvi-doopratsovane-15-01-2025.docx
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a reaction to war but a step toward a more resilient and efficient higher education system, 
better suited to meet the challenges of Ukraine’s future.

Fig. 4. Petro Mohyla Black Sea National University (Mykolaiv)

Fig. 5. State Tax University (Irpin)

A significant challenge for the higher education system in wartime conditions is the 
difficulty in forming and maintaining student cohorts, ensuring access to higher education 
for students from various regions of Ukraine and those abroad, and creating safe conditions 
for organizing and conducting a high-quality educational process. More than 8 million people 

ya-zmin-do-zu-shchodo-modern-merezhi-zakladiv-osvi-doopratsovane-15-01-2025.docx; “Ministry of Education Publishes 
Preliminary Criteria for Network Modernization,” Osvita.ua, 2025, https://osvita.ua/vnz/reform/91422/#google_vignette5

https://mon.gov.ua/static-objects/mon/sites/1/regulatorna_dijalnist/2025/oprylyudn-proyektiv-rehulyat-aktiv-2025/15/proyekt-zu-pro-vnesennya-zmin-do-zu-shchodo-modern-merezhi-zakladiv-osvi-doopratsovane-15-01-2025.docx
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have become internally displaced, while over 6 million have been forced to leave Ukraine. 
As of the end of 2022, among the 4.18 million Ukrainian citizens registered in European 
countries under temporary protection due to military actions, there were 665,000 students 
and school pupils and 25,000 educators. The number of high school graduates has decreased 
from 640,000 in 2008 to 360,000 in 2023, with a projected decline to 300,000 by 2030.10

The Ministry of Education and Science (MES) has implemented measures to simplify 
admission procedures for higher education institutions in 2022–2023, ensuring access to 
education for residents of temporarily occupied and high-risk territories, and organizing 
testing abroad. These efforts have enabled Ukrainian universities to form necessary student 
cohorts and sustain the higher education system under new conditions. Overall, more than 
214,000 individuals participated in the 2022 admission campaign. Due to MES initiatives 
and university efforts, the situation has been stabilized: as of early 2023, the total number of 
higher education students was 1.113 million, including 869,400 in institutions under MES 
jurisdiction. The continued application of simplified admission procedures in 2023 and 
beyond, encouraging young people abroad to study at domestic universities, and ensuring safe 
learning conditions will contribute to maintaining student communities. In 2023, 267,000 
students were enrolled in the first year of bachelor’s programs, 40,000 more than in 2022.

In 2024, MES updated the Admission Procedure for Higher Education. Special support 
measures were introduced for institutions located in frontline and border regions by establi-
shing a regional coefficient applied to applicants’ competitive scores when choosing institutions 
near combat zones and territories affected by Russian aggression. Special admission conditions 
were also established for master’s applicants who obtained their bachelor’s degree in 2024 
and either reside in or were displaced from temporarily occupied territories after January 
1, 2024. Admission requirements for second higher education degrees at the master’s and 
PhD levels were also simplified.

A crucial step in integrating domestic higher education into the European framework is 
the approval of a new List of Fields of Study and Specialties for higher education programs 

11. The previous list included 28 fields and 122 specialties, whereas the new list comprises 
11 fields, ten of which align with the International Standard Classification of Education 
(ISCED), with an additional eleventh field, “Security and Defense,” reflecting wartime con-
ditions. This decision also implements Article 9 of the Law on developing the List based on 
ISCED. The number and names of specialties in the new List (approximately 90) and their 
correspondence to the 2015 List will be subject to public discussion. The implementation 
of this List will also facilitate MES’s planned review of higher education standards in 2025 
and the transition to updated educational programs.

In April 2024, Ukraine adopted the Law “On Amendments to Certain Laws of Ukraine 
Regarding the Development of Individual Educational Trajectories and the Improvement of 

10 Mykhailo Orliuk, “Not Enough Students: Ministry of Education Wants to Reduce Number of Universities by Three Times,” 
Business Censor, January 15, 2024, https://mbiz.censor.net/news/3467716/ne_vystachaye_studentiv_u_minosvity_ho-
chut_zmenshyty_kilkist_universytetiv_vtrychi

11 “Resolution on Amendments to the List of Fields of Knowledge and Specialties for Higher and Professional Education,” 
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, no. 1021, August 30, 2024, https://www.kmu.gov.ua/npas/pro-vnesennia-zmin-do-pereli-
ku-haluzei-znan-i-spetsialnostei-za-iakym-a1021

https://mbiz.censor.net/news/3467716/ne_vystachaye_studentiv_u_minosvity_hochut_zmenshyty_kilkist_universytetiv_vtrychi
https://mbiz.censor.net/news/3467716/ne_vystachaye_studentiv_u_minosvity_hochut_zmenshyty_kilkist_universytetiv_vtrychi
https://www.kmu.gov.ua/npas/pro-vnesennia-zmin-do-pereliku-haluzei-znan-i-spetsialnostei-za-iakym-a1021
https://www.kmu.gov.ua/npas/pro-vnesennia-zmin-do-pereliku-haluzei-znan-i-spetsialnostei-za-iakym-a1021
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the Higher Education Process,” 12 a key component of the comprehensive transformation 
of higher education. This law significantly expands university autonomy in designing and 
implementing educational programs and enhances students’ ability to shape their individual 
educational trajectories. Amendments have been made to various articles regulating educa-
tional programs, higher education standards, and the educational process organization. A 
“field-based admission” model is introduced, allowing students to choose a specific specialty 
after one or 1.5 years of interdisciplinary study based on labor market demands. Graduates 
of interdisciplinary programs will have the same rights as those who obtained their education 
in corresponding traditional fields and specialties.

Students will also be able to study multiple educational programs simultaneously at 
different institutions, provided they obtain only one qualification per higher education level 
funded by the state budget. Tuition-paying students will have the flexibility to determine 
the duration of their studies: completing a four-year bachelor’s program in three years or 
accumulating 240 European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) credits over 
6–8 years while combining studies with work.

Sections 4, 5, and 6 of Article 10, “Higher Education Standards,” have been expanded 
and revised, with Section 3 substantially reformulated. These sections define educational 
program requirements, including the number of ECTS credits necessary for each degree level, 
minimum practical training requirements, descriptions of subject areas, theoretical content, 
practical methodologies, and necessary tools and equipment for professional activities. 
They also outline admission requirements, mandatory graduate competencies, forms of 
final assessment, additional interdisciplinary program requirements, and relevant legal or 
professional standards.

The war has significantly impacted the accreditation of educational programs and the 
validity of accreditation documents. The government has permitted the National Agency for 
Higher Education Quality Assurance (NAQA) to conduct temporary remote accreditations 
and approve conditional (deferred) accreditations without full expert reviews and without 
requiring universities to pay accreditation fees. The validity of accreditation certificates for 
higher education institutions and educational programs in effect as of February 24, 2022, 
has been extended. These decisions are contingent upon universities providing justification 
for their inability to conduct accreditation under standard procedures due to war-related 
damages. 13

Discussions are ongoing regarding the reduction of higher education management struc-
tures by excluding the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine and sectoral academies 
from the governance framework and limiting the number of sectoral governing bodies. It is 
proposed to retain only those managing military educational institutions, military training 
units, and universities with specific training conditions. Optimizing governance structures, 
modernizing the higher education network, expanding academic autonomy, and enhancing 

12 “Law on Amendments to Certain Laws of Ukraine Regarding Development of Individual Educational Trajectories and 
Improvement of Educational Process in Higher Education,” Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, accessed April 23, 2024, https://
kno.rada.gov.ua/news/main_news/76539.html

13 “On the Peculiarities of Accreditation of Educational Programs Under Martial Law”, Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, n.° 295 
(2022), https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/295-2022-%D0%BF#Text

https://kno.rada.gov.ua/news/main_news/76539.html
https://kno.rada.gov.ua/news/main_news/76539.html
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efficiency align with contemporary challenges, European integration prospects, and contribute 
to the sector’s reconstruction, renewal, and innovative development in the post-war period.

The full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022 has created an unprecedented crisis 
for the national system of higher education. The war has resulted in the destruction of 
infrastructure, displacement of universities, loss of academic personnel, and significant 
disruptions to the educational process. These challenges have exposed critical vulnerabilities 
in the capacity of Ukrainian universities to maintain institutional continuity under extreme 
conditions. Despite this, certain institutions have demonstrated a remarkable degree of 
resilience, adapting their operations to ensure the continuity of teaching, research, and civic 
engagement. However, existing research on wartime education in Ukraine remains largely 
descriptive and fragmented, lacking in-depth case-based analyses that apply a coherent 
theoretical framework to understand how resilience is operationalized at the institutional level.

This study addresses the need to explore how universities function not only as educational 
institutions but also as pillars of social stability during periods of armed conflict. In doing 
so, it responds to a gap in the academic literature on the mechanisms through which higher 
education institutions adapt structurally, pedagogically, and socially under conditions of war. 
The scientific problem underlying this research, therefore, concerns the absence of systematic 
knowledge about the institutional strategies, governance models, and adaptive practices that 
enable universities to survive and serve society in wartime.

The objective of this study is to examine, through the case of Oles Honchar Dnipro 
National University, how Ukrainian universities has responded to the existential challenges 
posed by full-scale military aggression. The research aims to analyze Oles Honchar Dnipro 
National University strategies of adaptation and resilience across multiple dimensions, in-
cluding digital transformation, organizational governance, humanitarian engagement, and 
infrastructural security. By situating the case within the theoretical framework of institutional 
resilience, the study seeks to generate insights that are transferable to other contexts facing 
protracted crises, thereby contributing to a broader understanding of the role of higher 
education in sustaining national capacity and societal cohesion during periods of war conflict.

Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative case study approach grounded in resilience theory, which 
provides a framework for understanding how institutions adapt to, recover from, and trans-
form under conditions of extreme disruption. Specifically, the research draws upon the 
conceptualization of organizational resilience as articulated by Norris et al. (2008), which 
emphasizes adaptive capacity, resourcefulness, and institutional learning in response to 
external shocks.14 Within this framework, the university is examined as a dynamic actor 
capable of sustaining core functions and innovating under conditions of existential threat.

14 Fran H. Norris, Susan P. Stevens, Betty Pfefferbaum, Karen F. Wyche, and Rose L. Pfefferbaum, “Community Resilience as 
a Metaphor, Theory, Set of Capacities, and Strategy for Disaster Readiness”, American Journal of Community Psychology 
Vol. 41, n.° 1-2 (2008): 127-150, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10464-007-9156-6

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10464-007-9156-6
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The selection of Oles Honchar Dnipro National University (DNU) as the focal case is 
justified by its geographical proximity to front-line regions, its institutional history of public 
engagement, and its role as a major academic center in eastern Ukraine. The case study design 
enables an in-depth analysis of this university’s multifaceted response to wartime conditions, 
viewed through the theoretical lens of resilience in higher education.

The research relies on a triangulated set of data sources, including primary institutional 
documents such as Rector’s Reports from 2022 and 2024, official university decrees, and 
communications released during the period of martial law. Additional data were drawn from 
legislative and policy documents issued by the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, 
scholarly publications on wartime education, and media reports documenting the experiences 
of displaced students and faculty.

The methodological procedures were conducted in several stages. First, data collection was 
carried out through the systematic retrieval of official institutional and governmental documents 
published between February 2022 and December 2024. These sources were selected based on 
their relevance to the categories of academic continuity, digital transformation, civic engagement, 
infrastructure adaptation, and support for displaced populations. A corpus of core documents 
and sources was assembled for analysis.

In the second stage, a thematic coding process was applied to the collected materials. 
Drawing on principles of qualitative content analysis, the text was examined line by line to 
identify recurring patterns, strategies, and outcomes. These codes were then grouped into 
broader categories corresponding to the dimensions of institutional resilience: adaptive gover-
nance, digital infrastructure, social embeddedness, and knowledge continuity. These analytical 
categories were not imposed a priori but were derived through inductive iteration, in line with 
grounded theory logic.

Third, the findings were interpreted in light of the selected theoretical framework. Each 
identified institutional strategy was evaluated in terms of its alignment with the attributes of 
resilient systems, such as redundancy, flexibility, rapid response, and learning feedback loops. 
The resilience framework thus served as both an analytical guide and a conceptual bridge 
connecting empirical observation to theoretical insight.

Finally, the study applied a process-tracing approach to reconstruct the sequence of insti-
tutional decisions and adaptations from the onset of the full-scale invasion in February 2022 
through the first quarter of 2025. This temporal analysis allowed the researchers to identify 
not only what strategies were deployed, but how they evolved in response to shifting wartime 
conditions and policy changes.

Throughout the study, validity was strengthened through triangulation of sources, member 
checking where feasible, and cross-referencing with secondary literature. Although the focus 
remains on a single institution, the methodological design supports the broader analytical goal 
of drawing generalizable insights about the role of universities in national resilience and societal 
continuity during crises.
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The Establishment of Oles Honchar Dnipro National University

Oles Honchar Dnipro National University is one of the most renowned classical universities 
in independent Ukraine. It was founded on August 20, 1918, as Katerynoslav University.15 The 
institution emerged as a result of the joint efforts of local self-government and the city’s public, 
with the support of the government of the Ukrainian State led by Hetman Pavlo Skoropadskyi.16

In 1926, the Bolsheviks transformed the university into the Dnipropetrovsk Institute of 
Public Education. In 1933, it was reestablished as Dnipropetrovsk State University. Alongside 
the country, the university endured the horrors of Stalin’s dictatorship, including the mass 
repressions of the Great Terror. Many distinguished scholars, such as physicists A. E. Malynovskyi 
and A. S. Reva, educator and social scientist V. M. Fidorovskyi, and chemist V. S. Finkelstein, 
were unjustly executed during this period and rehabilitated only in the 1950s. Remarkably, in 
some cases, the academic authority of university scholars was so significant that even Stalinist 
authorities refrained from their physical elimination, although they were deprived of their right 
to teach and conduct research, as was the case with Academician D. I. Yavornytskyi.

The university’s development was disrupted by the devastation of World War II. During 
this time of immense hardship, when the fate of not only Ukraine but also global civilization 
was at stake, more than 600 students, faculty, and staff of the university took up arms to defend 
their homeland.

During the wartime occupation, the university suffered significant material damage and 
human losses. All its academic buildings were burned down.

The postwar years saw the university’s rapid resurgence. In 1951, the Faculty of Physics 
and Technology was established to train specialists in a new field – rocket engineering. DNU 
soon became known as a “space university.” Most faculties and departments engaged in both 
fundamental and applied scientific research. New scientific schools emerged and flourished 
in mathematics, mechanics (Professors M. P. Korniichuk, V. I. Mossakovskyi), physics, radio 
electronics (Professors F. I. Kolomoitsev, M. I. Varych, I. S. Miroshnychenko), biology and bio-
technology (Professors O. L. Belgard, H. B. Melnikov), chemistry (Professor V. S. Malynovskyi), 
rocket and space technology (Professors V. A. Makhin, M. F. Herasiuta, V. M. Kovtunenko, M. 
I. Duplishchev), as well as social and humanitarian sciences. The range of academic disciplines 
expanded, faculty numbers grew, and new faculties, departments, laboratories, and research 
institutes were established, strengthening the university’s infrastructure.

From the mid-1960s, construction of a new university complex with a well-developed 
socio-cultural infrastructure began. The transformation of the university into one of the leading 
higher education institutions in Ukraine and the former USSR is largely credited to Academician 
V. I. Mossakovskyi, who served as its rector for 22 years (1964–1986).

Over its history, the university has trained more than 70,000 specialists. Among its dis-
tinguished graduates are the second President of independent Ukraine, Leonid Kuchma 
(1994–2005); Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko (2005, 2007–2010); writers Oles Honchar 
and Pavlo Zahrebelnyi; the head of Ukraine’s National Space Agency, Yurii Alekseiev; and 
renowned rocket and space system designers such as S. M. Koniukhov, Yu. P. Semenov, A. K. 

15 Mykola V. Polyakov, ed., History of Oles Honchar Dnipro National University, 1918-2018, 5th ed. (Dnipro: Lira, 2018), 84.
16 Polyakov, History of Oles Honchar Dnipro National University, 84.
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Nedaivoda, V. A. Sichovyi, and V. H. Komanov. Additionally, notable academics such as V. P. 
Shevchenko, V. P. Horbulin, P. P. Shirshov, H. M. Savin, I. M. Khalatnykov, O. M. Trubachov, 
and V. V. Pylypenko have contributed to various fields.

In recognition of the university’s national and international achievements, its role in the 
development and implementation of key governmental programs in the humanities, and the 
global recognition of its scholars and scientific schools, the President of Ukraine granted it the 
status of a national university on September 11, 2000. 17 On June 25, 2008, by decree of the 
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, the university was named after its distinguished alumnus, 
writer Oles Honchar (1918–1995).18

Fig. 6. Oles Honchar Dnipro National University

17 “Decree on Granting National Status to Certain Higher Education Institutions,” President of Ukraine, September 11, 2000, 
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1059/2000#Text.

18 “Order on Assigning the Name of Oles Honchar to Dnipropetrovsk National University”, Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, n.° 
884-r (2008), https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/884-2008-%D1%80#Text
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Fig. 7. Oles Honchar Dnipro National University

Oles Honchar Dnipro National University During the Full-Scale Rus-
sia-Ukraine War

The year 2022 posed an immense challenge not only for Oles Honchar Dnipro National 
University and Ukraine’s education system but also for the nation as a whole. The full-scale 
war necessitated significant adjustments in all aspects of the university’s operations. Combined 
with prior pandemic-related restrictions, these challenges profoundly impacted the organi-
zation of academic activities, research, international collaborations, and financial stability. 
Nevertheless, the university maintained its leadership among higher education institutions 
in the central region and across Ukraine.
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Fig. 8. Rector of DNU Serhii Okovytyi with the staff of the 
Faculty of Social Sciences and International Relations

Academic Activities During Russia’s Full-Scale Invasion

In accordance with the Presidential Decree “On the Introduction of Martial Law in Ukraine” 
(February 24, 2022, No. 64/2022) and Article 2, Part 3 of the Law of Ukraine “On Higher 
Education,” the university issued an order (No. 13-г, February 24, 2022) suspending classes 
from February 24 to February 28, 2022. In line with a directive from the Ministry of Education 
and Science of Ukraine (No. 1/3276-22, February 25, 2022), the university implemented 
changes to the academic schedule and introduced emergency breaks for all students. 19

On March 18, 2022, the university issued an order (No. 15-г) to resume academic 
activities in an online format starting March 21. This order outlined regulations for making 
up missed classes, adapting the educational process to wartime conditions, and conducting 
practical training. Subsequently, a revised academic schedule, a Temporary Procedure for 

19 Serhii Okovytyi, Rector’s Report on Performance Indicators of Oles Honchar Dnipro National University in 2022 (2022), 9, 
https://www.dnu.dp.ua/docs/dnu/Zvit_rektora_DNU_Cilyovi_pokaznyky_DNU_’2022.docx

https://www.dnu.dp.ua/docs/dnu/Zvit_rektora_DNU_Cilyovi_pokaznyky_DNU_'2022.docx
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Individual Learning Plans, and Guidelines for Online Examinations for the 2021–2022 
academic year were introduced. 20

Online education was conducted via the Microsoft 365 platform, with synchronous 
learning sessions (live interactions through chats, audio, and video conferencing) held 
according to the official timetable. 21.

On October 20, 2022, a new directive (No. 364) introduced comprehensive guidelines 
for online education, considering wartime challenges such as power outages and unstable 
internet connectivity. This policy enabled both synchronous and asynchronous learning, 
including the recording of lectures, ensuring equal access to education for all students. 22.

Additionally, DNU joined the Coursera for Campus program, providing students and 
faculty with free access to over 5,200 courses and 2,200 projects from leading universities 
and institutions. Successfully completed courses could be credited as part of formal or 
informal learning. Faculty members could also count them toward professional development 
requirements.23

For the 2022/2023 academic year, the university secured free access to Zoom Meetings 
for Education under a joint initiative of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine 
and Zoom. The expanded Large Meeting feature allowed for recording sessions and hosting 
online lectures for up to 1,000 participants simultaneously.24

Fig. 9. DNU Palace of Students after overnight Russian drone attack (2025)

20 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 9.
21 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 9.
22 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 9.
23 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 9-10.
24 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 10.
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Fig. 10. DNU Palace of Students after overnight Russian drone attack (2025)

Student Enrollment at Dnipro National University

As of October 1, 2022, the student body at Dnipro National University (DNU) compri-
sed 8,510 individuals, including 80 international students (compared to 8,195 students, 
including 135 international students, as of October 1, 2021). A total of 3,646 students 
pursued higher education at all academic levels with state funding, which is 119 more than 
the previous year (3,527 students). Meanwhile, 4,864 students financed their education 
through private or corporate funding, an increase of 196 students from the previous year 
(4,668). Additionally, 43 students were enrolled in evening study programs at the Center 
for Distance and Evening Education.

As of March 2025, DNU enrolls 9,284 students across all levels of higher education, 
including 7,828 in full-time programs, 1,429 in part-time programs, 9 in evening study, and 
18 in distance learning.25 Despite the ongoing full-scale war, student enrollment has increased.

Faculty and Academic Staff

As of October 1, 2022, DNU employed 1,901 individuals, including 759 academic 
staff members responsible for educational activities. This included 167 doctors of science 
(professors), 466 candidates of science (associate professors), and 104 research staff. Among 

25 Serhii Okovytyi, Rector’s Report on Fulfillment of Contract No. I-7 Dated June 7, 2021 and Performance Indicators of the 
University in 2024 (2024), 25, https://www.dnu.dp.ua/docs/dnu/Zvit_Vykonannya_KD_2024.pdf.
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the full-time academic staff, there were 24 academicians and 5 corresponding members of 
scientific academies.26

By December 5, 2024, the university’s staff totaled 1,526, with 647 academic staff mem-
bers, including 60 external part-time lecturers. The full-time academic staff consisted of 587 
individuals, categorized as follows: 100 professors (doctors of science), 29 associate professors 
(doctors of science), 3 senior researchers (doctors of science), 268 associate professors (candi-
dates of science), 5 senior researchers (candidates of science), and 88 candidates of science.27

Enhancement and Implementation of Educational Programs

In 2025, DNU offers 250 active educational programs across 79 specialties, including 130 
at the bachelor’s level, 80 at the master’s level, and 40 at the doctoral (educational-scientific) 
level. Faculties continuously improve these programs, incorporating recommendations from 
stakeholders and expert groups based on accreditation evaluations.28

The introduction of new programs expands competitive learning opportunities, updates 
educational content, aligns with labor market demands, and supports innovation. Before 
approval by the Academic Council, proposed program updates undergo public discussions 
involving employers, student governance bodies, academic staff, alumni, and other stake-
holders. In the past year, DNU introduced four new educational programs, available on the 
university’s website.

High-quality academic and methodological support ensures effective education. The 
university systematically reviews and updates educational materials to reflect innovative 
developments and labor market requirements. Course syllabi, methodological guidelines for 
independent work, and other instructional materials are aligned with the competencies and 
learning outcomes defined in each program. These resources are available on the university’s 
website, faculty pages, the university’s digital repository, and the Microsoft 365 corporate 
learning environment.

Compliance with Technological Requirements for Educational Activities

According to the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine’s Order No. 912 (June 
23, 2017), DNU holds state-owned real estate necessary for its educational activities.29 
The university’s total facility area is 191,620 m², with 48,813 m² allocated for educational 
purposes. As of December 1, 2024, the student body numbered 9,284, ensuring 5.25 m² 
of educational space per student, meeting licensing standards.30

26 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 13.
27 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report on Fulfillment of Contract 2024, 25.
28 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report on Fulfillment of Contract 2024, 7-8.
29 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report on Fulfillment of Contract 2024, 33-34
30 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report on Fulfillment of Contract 2024, 33-34
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The material and technical resources meet quality and quantity requirements for higher 
education, ensuring students have access to classrooms, computer labs, sports facilities, a 
scientific library, student palaces, a botanical garden, dormitories, cafeterias, and more. Lecture 
halls are equipped with modern technology, including multimedia boards, projectors, and 
laptops. Specialized computer labs and research facilities are also available. Students have 
free internet access, and the library collection is regularly updated.

DNU supports digital education through its e-library, Microsoft 365 educational envi-
ronment, and an open-access repository. Students and staff can also access major research 
databases, including Elsevier’s Scopus and the Web of Science, via the university’s network.31

For distance learning, the university has secured free licenses for Microsoft 365, including 
MS Teams, and Zoom, allowing students and faculty to install these tools on up to five 
devices. Students also have access to educational resources at partner institutions for practical 
training and research.

All university facilities comply with health, safety, and fire regulations. Dormitory accom-
modations are available for students from other regions. The university promotes students’ 
physical and spiritual well-being and ensures medical and nutritional support.

For students from temporarily occupied territories or those facing difficult circumstances, 
DNU provides psychological support services to help them adapt.32 A legal clinic operates 
within the university.

To uphold anti-corruption policies, DNU has implemented a dedicated program (http://
www.dnu.dp.ua/view/protidiya_korupcii), which outlines procedures and preventive mea-
sures.33 The university has an appointed anti-corruption officer, an anonymous hotline, and 
trust boxes, with regular training sessions on corruption prevention.

DNU has 508 classrooms, including 81 equipped with multimedia technology, 56 com-
puter labs, and 92 specialized laboratories. Portable multimedia devices ensure at least 75% 
of classrooms have access to modern teaching equipment.34

The official university website (http://www.dnu.dp.ua) provides comprehensive infor-
mation on educational programs, research, admissions, and university contacts.35

DNU’s material and technical infrastructure fully complies with licensing requirements 
for educational activities.36

National-Patriotic and Civic Education

With the onset of large-scale military actions, the staff and students of Oles Honchar 
Dnipro National University (DNU) joined the university-wide resistance program, choosing 

31 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report on Fulfillment of Contract 2024, 33-34
32 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report on Fulfillment of Contract 2024, 33-34
33 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report on Fulfillment of Contract 2024, 33-34
34 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report on Fulfillment of Contract 2024, 34.
35 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report on Fulfillment of Contract 2024, 34.
36 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report on Fulfillment of Contract 2024, 34.
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their own front of work to support Ukraine. In March, on the initiative of the university’s 
rector, Serhii Okovytyi, a project was developed to counter Russian information aggression. 
Each faculty focused on specific contributions to enhancing the country’s defense capability 
and societal resilience. 37

The first phase of the project aimed at exposing Russian propaganda and manipulations 
on social media. Students and faculty members from most faculties joined the cyber forces 
of DNU, carrying out crucial tasks assigned by curators. One of the key activities included 
organizing mass DDOS attacks on Russian propaganda platforms, successfully blocking 
channels such as “Russia Today.” Faculty members from the Department of Systems and 
Mass Communication conducted continuous monitoring of the information space, presenting 
their findings at both national and international levels.

The second phase involved publishing popular science content to debunk Russian propa-
ganda narratives. Several faculties actively participated in this initiative, including the Faculty 
of History (S. Svitlenko, D. Arkhireiskyi), the Faculty of Systems and Mass Communication 
(O. Kyrylova), the Faculty of Social Sciences and International Relations (O. Tretiak), and the 
Faculty of Ukrainian and Foreign Philology and Art Studies (I. Kirkovska). D. Arkhireiskyi 
and O. Kyrylova, supported by O. Tretiak, created relevant content from March to June, 
which was translated into English, French, German, and Russian by the Faculty of Ukrainian 
and Foreign Philology and Art Studies and disseminated through national and international 
media channels.38

Since March 2022, as part of the university-wide project “Russian Historical Myths,” 
historians at DNU prepared materials in three thematic areas: “Ukrainian Historical Coun-
ter-Propaganda,” “The Historical Truth of Ukraine,” and “Hero Cities of Ukraine.”

The third phase of the project took the form of a televised talk show, “zROZUMity,” 
broadcast on DniproTV from July to November and shared via social media channels. The 
show’s audience included students from the Faculty of History and the Faculty of Systems 
and Mass Communication.

Other specialized projects by DNU experts included training in first aid, psychological 
support services, the collection of war crime evidence for the Hague Tribunal, legal consul-
tations on wartime legislation (organized by the Faculty of Law and DNU’s Legal Clinic), 
Ukrainian counter-propaganda efforts debunking Russian historical myths (through projects 
like “Ukrainian Historical Counter-Propaganda,” “The Historical Truth of Ukraine,” and 
“Hero Cities of Ukraine”), preservation of archival museum collections and cultural heritage, 
analysis of economic sanctions against the aggressor state, and patriotic online initiatives such 
as the flash mob “Peaceful Sky Over Ukraine,” where students and alumni appealed to the 
global community to help stop the war in Ukraine. Additional efforts included assessing 
the environmental impact of the war and conducting international information campaigns 
to support Ukraine.

The university’s news agency, “UNI-Press,” provided extensive media coverage of these 
initiatives. Through its efforts, continuous updates about DNU’s wartime activities appeared 

37 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 59-60.
38 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 60-61.
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on the university’s online platforms and regional media outlets. To keep faculty, students, 
and prospective applicants informed, the agency maintained a dedicated webpage titled 
“Information on DNU’s Operational Support.” This resource provided updates on university 
services and educational processes during martial law. At the request of leading regional 
media, interviews with the university administration were organized, while DNU’s website 
featured war-related materials marking significant commemorative dates, such as Interna-
tional Women’s Day (March 8), Volunteer Day (March 15), the Day of Remembrance and 
Reconciliation (May 8), the Defenders of Ukraine Day (October 14), and the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine Day (December 6).

On DNU’s website and social media platforms (Facebook, Instagram, Telegram) under the 
hashtag #Together_to_Victory (#Разом_до_Перемоги), numerous reports highlighted the 
university community’s active volunteer work, as well as the activities and living conditions 
of displaced educators from other universities who found refuge at DNU.39

Representatives of DNU’s Student Palace also actively engaged in military-patriotic 
education. The folk modern vocal studio “Mriya” participated in the city project “Dnipro 
– Ukraine’s Outpost.” Artists, actors, and musicians united in their commitment to use 
artistic expression to bring Ukraine closer to victory. A music video and an accompanying 
soundtrack were produced to support the volunteer movement. Creative teams from the 
Palace began touring military locations to perform for the Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU). 
Concert brigades included members from four student artistic groups: the “Ovation” violin 
ensemble, the “Rainbow” folk circus studio, the “Masks” folk theater studio, and the “Mriya” 
folk modern vocal studio.40

In 2022, DNU’s scientific library hosted an event featuring Lieutenant Colonel V. Tymchuk 
of the AFU, a recipient of multiple literary awards and author of five books donated to the 
university. Students from the Faculty of Systems and Mass Communication also attended a 
meeting with war correspondents, Colonel T. Hren and Major Ye. Romanov. Additionally, 
the Center for Journalistic Solidarity of the Dnipropetrovsk Regional Organization of the 
National Union of Journalists of Ukraine conducted a military journalism training session 
for DNU students.

Volunteering and Social Initiatives

Following Russia’s full-scale invasion in February 2022, volunteering became a key 
pillar of civic engagement at DNU. Active members of the university community provided 
humanitarian assistance to the Armed Forces of Ukraine and internally displaced persons, 
including students from temporarily occupied territories and active combat zones.41

From the onset of the war, DNU’s Student Council swiftly established a humanitarian aid 
collection point. Students gathered food and essential supplies for territorial defense units 
and displaced persons at the university’s Building 9. Additionally, the Student Council of the 

39 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 60-61.
40 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 61.
41 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 62.
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Faculty of History raised funds to purchase food and necessities for the Dnipro Volunteer 
Center, which supports both displaced individuals and military personnel.

From the earliest days of the war, the Faculty of Medical Technologies, Diagnostics, and 
Rehabilitation, in collaboration with DNU’s Psychological Support Service, organized a series 
of training sessions on critical topics such as first aid and psychological resilience.

In March 2022, DNU staff and students responded to an urgent request from medical 
personnel at the Dnipro Regional Clinical Military Hospital to procure essential medicines. The 
university’s volunteer team successfully raised UAH 125,000 to support the hospital’s needs.

In April, DNU representatives facilitated the delivery of humanitarian aid from European 
partners to the military hospital and other medical institutions in Dnipro. Thanks to support 
from “Pharmacists Without Borders” (Germany), medical facilities treating wounded soldiers 
received several tons of antibiotics and painkillers worth nearly €130,000. Furthermore, with 
assistance from the Mittweida University (Germany), 35 tons of medications and medical 
equipment – including electrically adjustable hospital beds and ventilators – were delivered 
to Ukraine.42

A new initiative by Dnipro National University in supporting wounded military personnel 
has been the launch of the charity photo exhibition “Everyone Has Their Own Front,” 
which has been on display at the Students’ Palace of Dnipro National University since 
November 22, 2022. This university-wide exhibition was organized with the support of 
the Dnipropetrovsk Regional Military Administration (Dnipropetrovsk OVA) and partners, 
including the Cossack Charitable Foundation “Memorial of Sirko.” The exhibition features 
50 photographs depicting the relentless efforts of university members in resisting Russian 
aggression – graduates, faculty, and students of Dnipro National University, local citizens 
who fight daily for victory either on the front lines or through their work on the home front.

One notable example of how photography serves the cause of assisting military hospitals 
within the exhibition is the project “Denial of Reality” by students from the Faculty of 
Economics. This series of photographs captures the horrors of war as seen through the eyes 
of young people today.

In total, the “Everyone Has Their Own Front” exhibition featured photographic works 
and anti-war posters from five faculties: Economics; Ukrainian and Foreign Philology and 
Art Studies; Psychology and Special Education; Systems and Mass Communications; and 
Law. The event aimed to raise funds for equipping a new surgical unit in the military hospital 
with laparoscopic equipment, specifically for purchasing an aspiration and irrigation pump 
along with related materials for endoscopic surgeries. Additionally, the university’s esports 
student committee organized a charity competition to financially support the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine (AFU). The original Chill Cup tournament attracted around 300 university students.43

Another noble endeavor by the Dnipro National University community has been engaging 
with wounded soldiers. In October 2022, ahead of the triple celebration of Defenders of 
Ukraine Day, Ukrainian Cossacks Day, and the Feast of the Protection of the Holy Virgin, 

42 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 63.
43 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 63.
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faculty members from the Department of English for Non-Philology Specialties, alongside 
students, visited Ukrainian defenders at the Dnipro Military Hospital.

Before the New Year of 2023, faculty members and student volunteers from the University’s 
Center for Social Initiatives and Volunteering visited another hospital caring for AFU soldiers. 
They delivered New Year’s gifts handcrafted by children from families of internally displaced 
persons to the heroic defenders.

Throughout the prolonged months of war, faculty, staff, and students of Dnipro National 
University have been actively involved in various volunteer efforts aimed at bringing Ukraine 
closer to victory. Their contributions range from protecting historical and cultural heritage 
from damage to weaving camouflage nets and making trench candles. For instance, in March 
2022, faculty and students from the History Faculty helped relocate around 1,000 rare books 
from the university’s scientific library to a safe location. In April-May 2022, history students 
assisted in packing humanitarian aid for victims of Russian aggression.

Since September 2022, students from the History Faculty have participated in making 
trench candles at the TAPS-Dnipro (TAPS Resilience Center). This initiative, titled “Give 
Warmth to a Defender,” was later joined by students from the Faculty of Ukrainian and 
Foreign Philology and Art Studies, the Faculty of Psychology and Special Education, the 
Faculty of Medical Technologies, Diagnostics, and Rehabilitation, the Faculty of Mechanics 
and Mathematics, and the Faculty of Economics. As part of this effort, students of Dnipro 
National University also donated 60 pairs of socks, sweets, and touching gifts to the military.

Students of Dnipro National University actively engage in civic initiatives, dedicating their 
time to volunteer activities. Among them, history students such as D. Lyabagova, a member 
of the All-Ukrainian NGO “Solidarity Youth” and the NGO “DUIT,” work to send essential 
supplies, clothing, and food to the AFU and displaced persons, participate in patriotic events, 
and combat Russian propaganda through informational campaigns. N. Karimov, also a member 
of “Solidarity Youth,” has been volunteering since the war’s onset by providing supplies to the 
AFU, making financial donations, participating in patriotic events, and countering Russian 
propaganda and collaboration. In December 2022, he was awarded the Mayor’s Scholarship 
named after Oleksandr Pol. K. Horobets, in addition to his volunteer work, focuses on 
reviving the traditions of Zaporizhian Cossacks in the region and was awarded a certificate 
and medal “For the Revival of Cossack Traditions” in September by the International NGO 
“Zaporizhian Cossacks.” M. Podobedov is an active volunteer supporting the AFU and military 
families, aiding displaced persons from occupied territories, and assisting in securing state 
aid for Ukrainian farmers. M.Netesa is also an active volunteer. O.Morozevych, a dedicated 
volunteer, holds a certificate from the Coordination Headquarters of Dnipro Volunteers.44

In October 2022, history students also participated in a blood donation drive at the 
Mechnikov Hospital. Students from the Faculty of Ukrainian and Foreign Philology and Art 
Studies also contributed to the “Victory Runs Through Your Veins” campaign. Additionally, 
students took part in weaving camouflage nets in Dnipro, Kryvyi Rih, and Kamianske.

Another major humanitarian effort of Dnipro National University during wartime has been 
supporting internally displaced persons residing in Dnipro. This initiative is actively led by 

44 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 64.
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the University’s Center for Social Initiatives and Volunteering under the guidance of Acting 
Dean of the Faculty of Psychology and Special Education, Zoia Bondarenko. Volunteers and 
social partners of the Center have organized educational excursions, entertainment programs 
for children from displaced families, and introductory events about the university. The 
university’s Botanical Garden, Educational and scientific complex “Aquarium,” Zoological 
Museum, Students’ Palace, and Scientific Library have warmly welcomed displaced persons 
and their families.

For instance, in support of displaced lecturers and graduate students, the University Library 
has provided them with workspaces and fulfilled their academic and literary requests. Three 
library tours were conducted, including the latest titled “Behind the Scenes of the Library: 
A Day in the Life of the Scientific Library.”

The Students’ Palace has also welcomed displaced persons. On March 23, it hosted an 
excursion for the creative elite from Kharkiv. On April 5, the Palace opened its doors to 
children from temporarily occupied territories. On April 7, educators from evacuated uni-
versities relocated to Dnipro National University visited the historical building. On October 
2, 2022, Teacher’s Day, teachers from Mariupol, Lysychansk, Luhansk, and Sievierodonetsk 
toured the Students’ Palace.

Throughout the year, volunteers from the Center for Social Initiatives and Volunteering, 
along with students and faculty, devoted special attention to supporting children from dis-
placed families. Over five charity events were organized during the New Year period alone. 
For example, for St. Nicholas Day, university representatives, in collaboration with REHAB 
Center and the “For the Future of Ukraine” Charity Fund, hosted three major celebrations for 
around 100 children. Volunteers decorated venues, registered guests, played with children, 
ensured their safety, and distributed toys and sweets.

On December 20 and 22, 2022, university students held workshops for children on 
making Christmas ornaments and greeting cards for the AFU. These activities aimed to 
enhance children’s color perception, creativity, aesthetic appreciation, and fine motor skills.

On December 30, 2022, volunteers visited a university dormitory housing displaced 
educators. On New Year’s Eve, they organized a joyful celebration for children, featuring games 
and contests, with personalized greeting cards and sweets from the Faculty of Psychology 
and Special Education.

Additionally, since the war’s onset, Dnipro National University has provided shelter to 
approximately 360 displaced students and staff from East Ukrainian National University 
named after Volodymyr Dahl and Donbas State Pedagogical University, including the Horlivka 
Institute of Foreign Languages. Humanitarian aid was coordinated with the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) under the UN, which helped refurbish collective housing 
centers and provide essential supplies.45.

The university also collaborates with the “Embrace Ukraine” Charity Fund from Samar, 
which has donated eight fully equipped computers for student use. Additionally, students 

45 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 64-65.
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have actively supported local animal shelters by donating food and medicine and volunteering 
at shelters like “Pegas” and “Fidelity.”46

Strengthening Dnipro University as a Secure Educational Environment 
During Wartime

During the war in Ukraine, models were developed to respond to the severe challenges, 
programs were designed to compensate for educational losses, and grant initiatives were 
launched. In Dnipro, modern teaching methods are being effectively implemented, and a 
safe environment is being created for all participants in the educational process.47

On February 5, 2025, the main building of Oles Honchar Dnipro National University 
hosted the official opening of CLUST SPACE DNIPRO, the second smart shelter for students 
in Ukraine and the first in the eastern region. The event was attended by representatives 
from the student community, the education sector, and business.48

Fig. 11. CLUST SPACE DNIPRO

46 Okovytyi, Rector’s Report 2022, 66-67.
47 Oleksandr Koptiev and Oleksandr Vysotskyi, “The Educational Process during the Full-Scale Russia-Ukraine War: Precon-

ditions, Features, and Efficiency,” Scientific and Theoretical Almanac Grani 28, no. 1 (2025): 237.
48 “Second Smart Study Hub for Students CLUST SPACE DNIPRO Opens at DNU,” DNU News, 2025, https://www.dnu.dp.ua/

news/6042.
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Fig. 12. CLUST SPACE DNIPRO

CLUST SPACE is a charitable project aimed at establishing smart shelters for students in 
Ukrainian higher education institutions. It was initiated and funded by entrepreneur Ruslan 
Tymofieiev as part of CLUST’s corporate social responsibility efforts. The project’s goal is to 
implement innovative security solutions that enable comfortable offline learning. To achieve 
this, modern smart shelters are being built at universities, integrating shelter functionality 
with co-working spaces.

CLUST SPACE DNIPRO is the second facility of its kind in Ukraine. The first smart 
shelter, CLUST SPACE KYIV, has been operational for over a year in the Scientific and Tech-
nical Library of Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute. Over the past year, approximately 
66,000 people have visited the space, where presentations, competitions, hackathons, and 
academic defenses have been held. CLUST SPACE KYIV has already proven its effectiveness 
as a place where students can continue their studies even during air raid alarms, maintaining 
the quality of education.

The safe space for students at Dnipro National University follows the smart shelter concept, 
where every square meter serves a purpose. Spanning 550 m², it features a large open space, 
a sports and recreation area, rooms for group work and meetings, video call pods, individual 
workspaces, a cafeteria, restrooms, and showers. Additionally, CLUST SPACE DNIPRO 
complies with State Emergency Service (SES) regulations for shelters and can accommodate 
up to 350 people. The entire infrastructure, including ventilation systems, is designed for 
prolonged stays during emergencies.49

49 “Second Smart Study Hub for Students CLUST SPACE DNIPRO Opens at DNU,” DNU News, 2025, https://www.dnu.dp.ua/
news/6042.
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The construction of CLUST SPACE DNIPRO took approximately four months and cost 
$350,000. Numerous partners contributed to the project, including Usyk Foundation, 
Svichado Charitable Foundation, Lenovo, and the Epicenter chain. The main donor of 
CLUST SPACE DNIPRO was Freedom Holding Corp., which has been actively supporting 
charitable initiatives for Ukrainians since the beginning of the full-scale invasion.

The administration of Dnipro National University continuously implements measures to 
sustain the educational process, ensure the completion of academic requirements, and maintain 
high-quality education. These efforts are guided by Ukraine’s Law on Higher Education and 
the university’s internal regulations. To minimize the impact of wartime challenges, new 
protocols for organizing education are regularly developed and introduced, prioritizing the 
safety of students and staff while upholding their rights.

Educational activities across all levels of higher education are conducted using synchronous 
distance learning technologies through the Microsoft 365 (MS Teams) corporate platform 
in dedicated virtual classrooms created by faculty members.

Decisions regarding the format of practical, laboratory, and seminar-based classes are made 
by the university administration in consultation with the regional military administration, 
faculty leadership, academic program guarantors, and student representatives. These decisions 
are based on the necessity of hands-on learning, the availability of students and faculty, and 
logistical considerations. Whenever possible, these sessions are also live-streamed online.

In the event of an air raid alarm or other emergency alerts during in-person classes, 
students and faculty must immediately relocate to the shelter and remain there until the all-
clear signal is given. The educational process format is adjusted throughout the academic year 
depending on the security situation in Ukraine and Dnipro and is formalized by a university 
rector’s decree, in coordination with the regional military administration.50

Conclusions

The study reveals that Oles Honchar Dnipro National University has demonstrated a 
multi-dimensional model of institutional resilience in response to the ongoing war in Ukra-
ine. The university’s ability to maintain academic continuity, safeguard its community, and 
fulfill its broader social mission amid conditions of extreme disruption reflects a coherent 
and adaptive institutional strategy. Key areas of resilience emerged across five interrelated 
domains: academic transformation, digital infrastructure, humanitarian engagement, civic 
mobilization, and physical security.

First, the university rapidly transitioned to digital learning formats, implementing sy-
nchronous and asynchronous instruction through Microsoft 365 and expanding access to 
external platforms such as Coursera and Zoom. This ensured the continuity of the educational 
process for thousands of students despite displacement, infrastructural damage, and frequent 

50 “On Organization of Educational Process in 2023-2024 Academic Year,” DNU News, 2024, https://www.dnu.dp.ua/
news/5281.
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power outages. The development of individualized learning trajectories and flexible admission 
policies further strengthened institutional responsiveness.

Second, DNU played a vital humanitarian role by offering shelter, resources, and psychosocial 
support to internally displaced students, educators, and partner institutions. It established 
mechanisms for integrating displaced universities and hosted academic communities from 
occupied regions, thus preventing educational exclusion and fostering academic solidarity.

Third, the university engaged in proactive civic initiatives, particularly in the realm of 
information resistance. Faculty and students collaborated to counter wartime disinformation, 
producing multilingual content to debunk Russian propaganda, organizing media campaigns, 
and supporting public discourse with fact-based narratives. These efforts positioned the university 
as an active agent in the information war and a contributor to national psychological resilience.

Fourth, DNU’s material infrastructure was adapted to wartime conditions through the 
development of innovative protective environments, including the creation of Ukraine’s first smart 
shelter in the eastern region. This facility, integrating safety with educational and co-working 
functions, serves as a model for resilient academic infrastructure under emergency conditions.

Finally, the institution maintained stable or even increased student enrollment, introdu-
ced new educational programs aligned with labor market needs, and sustained international 
partnerships. This reflects not only its operational continuity but also its strategic vision for 
long-term development despite adverse conditions.

In a broader sense, the case of DNU demonstrates how a university can function as a 
stabilizing force during national crisis. Its capacity to integrate digital education, social support 
systems, civic responsibility, and institutional innovation illustrates a model of higher education 
that goes beyond survival to actively contribute to societal resilience. The findings suggest that 
universities in conflict-affected regions can and must evolve into hubs of adaptive leadership, 
civic mobilization, and post-crisis reconstruction.
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