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Resumen: Desde los afios noventa, ciertos paises de América Latina
liberalizaron y privatizaron el sector de los servicios publicos. Como
consecuencia, se pasé del Estado empresario al Estado regulador, el cual
era tradicionalmente entendido como un modelo de regulacién para la
competencia, centrado principalmente en objetivos econémicos. Sin embargo,
la realidad socioeconémica de los paises de América Latina, en particular
Colombia, demuestra que la competencia no es la Gnica prioridad, sino que
la regulacion en los servicios piblicos también debe atender a la consecucién
de objetivos sociales. Los objetivos ptblicos son el pilar de la intervencién del
Estado, entendido esto como objetivos econémicos y sociales.
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Abstract: Since the 1990s, several countries in Latin America liberalized
and privatized the public utilities business. As a consequence, there was a
transit from the Entrepreneur State to the Regulatory State, the latter being
traditionally understood as a model of regulation for competition, with a mayor
concern only on economic objectives. Notwithstanding, the socioeconomic
reality of Latin American countries, in particular Colombia, presented the
fact that competition cannot be the only priority, and that regulation of the
public utilities business must also achieve social objectives. Public purposes,
understood as economic and social objectives, are the cornerstone of State
intervention.
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